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THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE IW%"
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505 -
National Intelligence Officers 30 August 1977
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
FROM : Roberf R. Bowie
Deputy to the pCI for National Intelligence
SUBJECT . Revision That You Requested of The Soviet Leadership

Succession Paper

7. Action Requested: That you indicate whether the attached revised
Key Judgments of the State-CIA-NSA paper on the Soviet leadership succession
adequately responds to your expressed concerns about what the paper should
do for key policy readers.

2. Background: when we discussed the subject of the Soviet leadership
succession, and this paper, with you recently, you were concerned that the
paper more fully:

——describe the general process of succession;

-—~consider a range of alternative likely and possible
succession scenarios

--spell out the policy jmplications for the US of a Soviet
suyccession process in general, and of various alternative
scenarios. :

We have revised the paper accordingly, and attach its Table of
Contents and Key QUdgments.

. Staff Position: Representatives of State/INR, CIA and NSA have
approved the revisions.

4. Recommendation: That you approve the Key gudgments and our
issuing the paper.
(. ) 25X1
i | Robert R. bowi }gﬁ'
APPROVED: p—" 3’(” Py e
Director of Central Intelligence 3 67 Z&%, 25X 1
DISAPPROVED: ___ NG v S
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30 August 1977

Director of Central Intelligence

: Robert R. Bowie
D/DCI/NI

: Revision That You Requested of The Soviet Leadership

- Succession Paper

FROM
SUBJECT
Distribution:
1 - DCI
1 ~ Exec.Reg
1 - D/DCI/NI
2 - NIO/USSR
1 - NIQ/Reg
A/NIO/USSR/E

(30 August 1977)

Approved For Release 2004/1 2/01: CIA—RDP79R00603A003000040003-5

Eﬁﬂ&?ﬁfi



siGiEt
Approved For Releage 2004/12/04C% [IR)RDP79R00603A003900040003-5

THE NEXT TWO YEARS: BREZHNEV, OR A SUCCESSION?
IMPLICATIONS FOR US POLICY

“Contents
Page
KEY QUDGMENTS . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... .. . i
I WILL BREZHNEV LEAVE OFFICE?. . . . .. ., .. ... . . 1
Brezhnev's Current Personal Health . . . ., . . .. ..
Brezhnev's View. . . . ... . ., . ... . 7" 4
His Colleagues' View . . . ... .. ... .. >>""° 4
Does - Brezhnev Have Policy Vulnerabilities?. . . . . . 5
Brezhnev and Political Developments
Since the 25th Congress . . . . .. ... ... . . 9
IT. HOW ORDERLY A SUCCESSION? . . . . .. ... ..... 12
The Succession Process . . . . . . .., ... . . . 13
Effects of Succession on Decision-Making . . . . . . . 17
Setting of the Brezhnev Succession . . . . . . . . . . 19
Domestic Problems to be Confronted
~ by the Successor Leadership . . . . . .. ... .. 20
TII. POLICY IMPLICATIONS FORTHE US . . . . . .. . .. . . 23
What We Expect . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... . 23
The Unexpected . . . . . . .., . . . . . """ 27
IV. SCENARIOS FOR THE BREZHNEY SUCCESSION. . . . . . . . . ;'¥.29
A Kirilenko Succession and Its Implications. . . . . . 30
Implications of Succession by a More Junior Leader . . 24
Possible Emergence and Implications of a
Strong and Effective Ruler . . .. ... . ... . 36

‘ Approved For Release 20%4[.1‘!2)@‘3“ _C|A-RDP79R00603A003000040903-5
PR BN '




25X1 Approved For Release 2004/12/01 : CIA-RDP79R00603A003000040003-5

Next 17 Page(s) In Document Exempt

Approved For Release 2004/12/01 : CIA-RDP79R00603A003000040003-5



